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. ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SHLHECTMEN. 


AND THE 


Superintending School Committee 


a 


OF THE 
* 


- TOWN OF MERRIMACK, 
FOR THE 


YVEAR 1864-5. 


nee 


MANCHESTER, N. H.: 


BENRY A. GAGE, BOOK AND JOB PRINTER, MANCHESTER. 
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Report of the Selectmen. 
To the Citizens of the Town of Merrimack : 
The amount of assessments for the year 1864-5, is as follows 


For State tax, - —. - - > -. $2040 00 
_ County tax, - - . : - - » 636,00. 
Support of schools; - : - - 816 00 


To defray town charges, - - -. + 4500 .00 
Repairs to the highway, - - -, 200 00 © 
Add bearing money, — - . - . 193 00 
Literary fund money, - - + - 87 84 
Railroad tax,;); +; ~° < - - : 976 60 
Tax on Dogs, - ee - - 43 00 
Government bounty, - = - iia 262 00 


Whole amount of assessments and receipts, - - $9754 4 
| Expenditures. 
Paid State tax, ~ - - - ; $2040 00 
County ize Ys - Sl : 636 00 
ie ———— $2676 00 
Discharged Debts.. — “aps 
Notes at the Bank, 2 oe - $500 00 


** of Charles F. Wright, - - 109 27 
Interest money at Savings Banks, ..- - .310..50 
oy «and stamps to John Kenard, 17 45 
‘ © to Miss Kinney, Se te we 3 fa 2 
4 ‘ -on small notes, - . - 12 79 
“s © atthe Pennichuck Bank, -. 28 50 
Paid store bills in Amherst, 1§65,. -. +153 27 
— $1147 09 
Pico: L bt 
District No. 1, $72 53 District No. 7; $77 69 
eee, OS 12 ’ 6“ eq HIRE OG OB 
6s 6s 3, 177 45 , Boer f 6é 9; 73 75 
“ee "4,100 00 ss « 10, 35 10 
ae. Myla GU OU “ a6 TOL TOT OIG 
aoe TO” OD. 00 ts “12, 42 00 


oe oe 


$902 05 


4 


Roads and Bridges. 


Plank for the west Pennichuck Bridge, - $14 00 
Franklin Herrick, labor on doy, - » -» + 2.00 
D. A. Jones, ++ do, iid iD JIOG@ICO 
John Woods and Walter Reed, labor on high- 

way, near Jesse Gilman’s mill, . « 86, 90... 
Milton W. Wallace, labor on Pennichuck Bridge 13 25 


David Barnes, 1 aaa 13 50 © shell 
E. P. Parkhurst, © = “ “« > 68 50” 
Wik. Bone pee Oe i 3 ee zat 

David Jones, Tabor and cash | on, * ' 66 = AAR CEES 

I’. Herrick, »“* FEDS. 56 * $6896 6 

S. Kinney, for hay and teaniing, for oxen, «© 22 00° 

Miss Harris, for gravel, man and teani on bridge'50'00 

H. B. Harris, labor on bridge, - - - Sb6°6Y hae 


Chas. F', Wright, labor, man and oxen, on do., 108 00:7 

James Hayrs, taking stones out of brook, -" of 62 

* Morgan, stone for’bridge, -~ -~ -* A" OO 7m 
m. McKean, - _1 00 

+ W. Wallace, labor:on J. Daitih sit / 4 GH 


D. Barnes, at eA ang 15 54 

Wm. McAfee; MA Opss : MA ~ 8 00 n4 ota? Hind 
Seth P. Mitchel, 9“). * sé as F @ BG. ae ean, 
J. Darrah, timber and. wood ‘“ ss 6 33 ) 
James Darrah, labor and damage to ladder,, 4 75 

John Wheeler, “  ‘ cash on bridge, ~ 19 37 


Amos Harris, labor'on highway and bridge, 11 50 4 if y ato, 
Wm. McAfee, labor on A. C: Darealy Beer: Y .gegged0 


KE. Kittredge,/slh> ss | QQ 

Jobn McGilvray, stringers, 06 02 0) Re! 21 00 © 

F. Herrick. labory-  -~~ - “4°00 © 

Ward Parker, labor and oe on brid gv hear (ae 1G ‘ 
his house, “> = - - - 28°64" 

R, McGaw, plank, -° | | HOOT. Be AV 

Mr. Stevens, plank for Sweat’s Bridge, - 8 10 

N. Parker, plank and labor on:do.,. a he |, 

K. P., Parkhurst, labor, timber and cash,» cs. 71 25, - 

Charles F. Wright, labor, - - er pg 6F 60 

Wm. A. Flint, - - + Tre 98:00) 

if — $126 03 

D. Tones, labor on bridge at E. P. Parker's wy 's? 
shop, - -) - . 19 00 

Wm. A. Flint, labor on bridge at t do dys 7 5U 


C. H., Longa, do., . - Je eeageeg 


F, Herrick, doi, =. helpings Bate bd oath(PO 
D. H. Hoxniay a highway fist! > ae 9 88 
M. W. Wallace, = ft...) , P janMatmts © 90 
K. P. Parkergs fe * : . - . T 20 
Walter Reedy) - “ | ° e jiry , 20 00. 
Smith E. Fields,» “ MMR oy RE ART GED gah 18 
Chas. H. Datinn, ¢ " ei ami, oy DOr 
G. R. Green.ge yy “ fe a De Ud 
Henry J. Wilson, ¢ ac 71 15 


Benj. M. Hills, labor done in Apel’ 1864, 14 75 
N. R. Mitchel, highway ae eo woe. 10 06 


H. N. Rovelas: “6 os ~ - 24 51 
H. Lawrence, ont .%/) = - - 10 00 
David P. Fines, 6 sey: oy ee - 10 00 


Franklin Herrick, + Pista tem eS 10 00 
Rufus Blood, breaking roads, - -.. +4 50 


Andrew Savage, ae - el 8g Ose 
Abial Holt, cash and ia Bie on road; - - 21 50 
D,. 3. Boynteny breaking roads, “pe 3 16 
Richard Heath, -» “ - - - 314 
Reuben Melvin, ,; “ | *. : - 8.00 
J. C. Shedd, ne Ee © ethene OU 1. 
Gi Dagnehn ar sk 2 00 
George Boyson, — “ gh Sie . - 5,00 
Israel O.Orogken,; 3“ _e a 
A. @. Darrah’s highway list, - 13 16 
Charles H. Marsh, stone for Babboostisk Brides 1 00 
Pee toptals. | 
Wiitiam T. Parker, bills in 1863, ‘ - $9 00 
T. M. King, public watering trough, in 1863-4, 6 00 
Insurance on buildings on Town Farm, - 8 78 
Rufus Blood, over. assessment, a ee - 5 00 
Car fare to Concord, forexempts, - - 17 60 
Wm. Moore, abatement on farm, - - s 4°37 
James M. Wilkins, abatement on lumber laid 
in Amherst, 1863, - - - - 891 


Wid. Jesse Parker, abatement.on farm, \ « 4 00 
Cash for printing 500 orders and recep - 4.50 


“© ~Counsel,..., = - 92 00 
» £6 Printing reports, 1963- 4, - ° = 25°00 
« «Postage, stationery and stamps, + LO QA 


ww 6 Advertisement, - ‘ - $35 


($40 0 


$1614 29 


go 


« to A. C. Darrah, onthe efrollmtent, ~ -~° 75 


Samuel B. Moor, for stationery, - - 2 00 | 

oe Bi. «Over assessment, 1863,.  - 8325005 

5 aebaterignt, 1863, as ‘to final ee 

settlement, - > - - 21 BRAT Ss wt 

D. Jones, costs in the Hill éase, 1863, - 37 90 
Charles H. Longa, snowing bridge,”§ - - 100 
A. C. Darrah, expense to Concord, - - 3:60 
Samuel B, Moor, record book, &c.,° = 17 25.0907) 41 1) 


.Town Officers. 
Wn. T. Parker, military agent, for expenses, 


(not including anything for services,)  - $263 00 vl AA 
John L. Spalding, committee to aid ae fi A TAY 


of volunteers, 1863-4. ~- maN 70 00 
Ward Parker, committee for 1864, . ~~ 8 00. 
John L. Bowers, . ‘ “ 7863-4, ° <- 5 00° 
Samuel B, Moor, Collector “of Taxes, - TE a ee ee 
ts ce Town Clerk; DT EO QP OSE. oS) .N I 
Benjamin Ela, Superintending*School Com.” 4g GREs =, Sapnoas 
C. M. Parker? Town T'réasurer, ° «  .. JO ,GRees Reeness 
John Wheeler, Selectinan and Overseer of — mumaeese, oF « 
Poor, - - - - - "75 002RtL 3 
Franklin Herrick, jot do, "= T+ “51 OO 22 
David Jones, do., Hlo., ote <2 = DOORS = To 
| ' Sty $667 00 
Poor off the Farm. 
R. P. Leonard, for brother, - = - - $26 00 2 
Paid to assist token S. Dutton, << tid wd Oy fog 
— «$83, 50 
- Recapitulation. ) exnilbfiod no Soetuac 
Paid State tax, - . ee Bate ee 
“ County tax, - - were 8 ty pun igemeng 
‘© For support of pohGalit sen - 902 05" 
“© % Roads and Bridges, - “=~ 1614°29) © 
« Poor off the Farm, - = i Oe ee ee a 
«Cash balance against Town Farm, 177 OF © 
«+ Incidental expenses, - oo ke ee v 
«Town officers, . = ee ear on ae 


—— "$6263 33 


ms 
bi dae 


q 
Alms House Report. 


. Receipts. 

Mr. Wheeler, 1 yoke of oxen, $156 
Wright, 1 cow, evel’ 
Parker, 1 yoke of oxen, | 180 
Junkins, 1 horse, — iat ss) 
Follansbee, 2 calves, 147 AD 
Hardy, 2 calves, yah 
Ingalls, 1 calf, mo: 
Parker, 1 cart spear and posts, 2 

_ 2 bushels rye, 3 
Mote for butter, 22 
i, 2 potatoes, 2 
Ingalls, * apples, aqiq qai 3. 
Pettingill, 1 turkey, dst 2 
Barnes for butter, 10 
Fisher, 1 Heifer — 80 
Parkés & Hardy, 8 head cattle, 254 
oa. *. ., salt pork, 16 
4 ‘ohh apples, 10 
Trow, 1 tyoke oxen, 200 
Converse, 1 yoke oxen. tol, fid 9.65 
Scripture, for poultry, 20 

Mrs. King, 3>pair feeting, AR 3 

Mr. J ones, labor aud iss us | 14 
Cook,& Miller, one half hog, 40 
Scripture, for oats, — . 10 
Kinson, for apples, 1 
Ingalls, for apples, paiqeod 0B 

Converse, for wood, 53 
Laton, for butter, 6: 
French, 1 cow hide, 6 
Steele, 1 yoke oxen, rl 235 
Robbins; for hay, . 100 
Scripture; for horse Keeping, 24 
Page, for > 6 22 
Parke}, door stone, 2 

Chas. F. Wright, labor on Pennichuck Bridge 108° 

ss iT & “ 6 Sweat’s i ' 31 

. D. T. Ingalls, apples and butchering, i) 
W. Parker, boot between oxen, _ “Atte 
H. N. Robbins, for lumber, 11 


Mr. Fisher, for use of bull, 
Mr. Nichols, ° a ee 


00°! 
00° 
00.” 
00. 
50 


504 


00 $1858 53 


= 
. Expenditures. LA 


Mr. Wheeler, 1 cow;, vsxo to otovae ada 
Parker, 1 yoke oxen, , “165 00. 
66 66 ce | 0" 00 - yd 
Parkhute?, yoke and bows, ; © B+ tes 
Page & Wilson, for groceries, 2ETOU 2G OOH Hb 
Small, blacksmithing, 1863, 3 = Sl dOe! To 
In alls, lL turkey, bovine 2 Ohiall 
Hill, ERS i f° ie a 7 | 
Parker, for use of money, af oo an ne 
Abbot, shoeing horse, “i se Gla dinad eee 
Repairing Clock, 1 te ae 
Mr. J. Pettingill, Pans and vinegar, i Were 
Grates, 14 bushels beans, 510g, = 2 90% 
Gale & Palmer, repairing pipe, ATG 8 00rea! 
Sawtell, 1) meat barrel, rota 1. ApaO jo 
Shoeing horse at il (dh WD ot 
Buckwheat,; soit 63 a 
Mr. Stevens, for;meat, Sond utente OU oe 
Laton, ,-{ ., © eZ OO ; 
Turnip seed, . hy . 50 
S. F. Kinson, labor, qe 400° 
Pot pickles, 9x0 SAoy] Ono rT 
George Stevens, Sthke bill, in 1863, mit 123.63, ..") 
Mr. Johnson, repairing harness, rytinog wh ara nee 
Pike, repairing wagon, Sb he Q vat 
Kimball, shoeing horse, i in 1863, SP, rh ; 
Putnam & Chase, chairs, at oe 
A Hi a right, 1 yoke oxen, 350 0000! 
Converse, 2 bushels barley, 1 V3 8 
Morgan, one half bushel onions, 6 101 OOem 7 
Dionner and horse keeping, » 108 Rival 
Crackers, | fot. BW aolh 
For one half. barrel, it net 20 vn 1 
Mr. Trow, l yoke oxen, 205 00 
Coburn, 1 bull, Sal nhs pal 
Jeseph Pettingill, for abi 7 180 QQOHS , 
Mary Patterson ~ rot gee doll 
Mr. Parker,’for meat, Bri 3 19150 f4R 
“46 Gnaking eider, ’ B84. °) 
Pettingal, for hens, , G4, nef 
| , Elour, and molasses: , 7.25 oe 
- 4 Wood saw, . 4 Be 
Russell, oil, and repairing harness, AO: se 
Mrs. White, for labor, Tie oon! .f . 
Mr. Joseph ‘Pettingill for potatoes, O08 OOAiB 4 
Opium, ) 2Bid@ot io 
1 ;air mittens, iD Piei'd aM 
Mr, Parker, for yearlings, 53 005.14 ah 
Entering corn at Fair, ‘ 1 00 


Fish, ‘ °2°00 
Mr. 'Wetherbée. taxes in Amherst, 1 74 
Robb us, for flour and rye, - 23 50 
Walker’s blacksmith bill, 1863-4, 14°94" 
Whitting, for flour, | - E350 
W. Parker, 1 yoke oxen, 212:00 
I. Parker, use of horse and wagon, 300 
Fresh fish, ry 2°00 
Mrs. White , labor, . DES CTE OY et 
Chas. F. \ right, for services as Superintendent, 225 00: 
ie ae Abbott, store bill, 110°13 
George F. Stevens, store ill, 109 40 
D. Russell, (2397 - 
G. Small, Blabkemith bil, ; 14.13 | 
J.F. Osgood, 953 
Dos Ingalls. br dats; 9228400 
Dr. G. W, Moor, services, 2°50 
K. P. Parkhurst, for bull and yearling calves, 1868, 20°35 
N. Parker, for use of bull in 1861, 100 | 
Anderson & Parker, for goods in 1863, 1 07 3 
hie $2013 27 


Invoice of Personal Property atthe Farm, Feb, 21,1865. 


1 pair oxen, $200 00 

5 cows, ~! | .250..00 

3 2 year old heifers, '~ 60 00 

2 shoats, |= | 42 00... 

3 turkeys, | | 800, 

11 fowls, ‘otuiineu® Glodeaiall 
fm Citis-o+.-—~ $565 00 

B Hay and Grain. 

10 pte Baglich hay, igs as eRe Oe 

3 tons meadow hay, 09 9200 da 2 

74 tons straw, | 20 5, 

5 bushels barley, 7 50 

18 bushels oafs; | dint. on ertne odd eto 

2 bushels rye, ; 4,50 


2 bushels beans, “+ 6 00 
' 50 bushels corn, re 


* 
ro" 
Oo 
© 
=) 
S 


aT 5 $496,20 


2 Provisions. | 


“300 podualy salt pork, 90 Pat dusts ¥ $75 00 
100 pounds salt pork, / | ; 12 00 
135 os Cu 33 75 


10 


24 pounds lard, 6 00 
2 barrels cider, BODn wy oy 
8 gallons vinegar, | ae 7 
40 pounds cheese, fo . fo i 
~~ pounds. tallow, 420. 

6 pounds fish; ON oy 
42 pounds butter, 2100. , 
70 bushels potatoes, 35 OO pe ne 
2 bushels turnips and beets, sent e Wieur nats 
14 barrels apples, 440 08 ye peur 
% barrel flour, IGZa Myon 
14 bushels meal, 3.37) se 
1 pound tobacco, > een q 

Seals salt, 125. ry 
20 pounds dried apple, » 300, 7 
10 pounds sausages, » «2.00. | | 
14 pounds tea, 22 00F a 
4 pounds saleratus, 300. «4 : 
15 pounds sugar, 0 eee, I 
2 gallons molasses, 1 A ie I: 
Lot spices, 1 87— 
Soap grease, 3 00 

——_ $246 29 


“Invoice of Property at Alms House, Feb. oe ea 


7 
, | 
L 


Stock. shoats, Bo. mh $554 7 
Hay and grain, ~ $84 25 
Provisions, ) : 289 81. 
Farming tools, 4 191 20°. sau & 
| Honsgholt furniture, 3 150 00 » 
| g1719 8 
Personal Peoperty at the ‘Alms House, Feb. (1, 1865.. 
Stock, shoats, &c., . $565 00 
Hay and grain, 476°20 5 © 
Provisions, — 24629” iol 
Farming tools, the same as last year, 191. 20. 
Household furniture, 150 00: 1598 69 
phil 2 
Decrease of property since 1864, on es $190674 
Amount of expenses, $2013 27 
Amount of receipts, ha 1858 53 
Final balance ag: ainst farm,””*””” $154 64 
Cash to Chas. F; Wright, for beans piacere 5D, +e EO rtd one 
ote ae for use of wagon 5 years; . 17,90..5.. 


: ) mri $17 90 


11 


. Whole amount, which makes a final settlement with, ' 


Mr. Wright, for 1864, in full of all demand,;_; | $177.04 


-Amount of assessments on receipts the past year, $9754 44 


* 


Total expense brought down, 6265 38 


Amount ia favor of»the town on financial business 


<i $3489 06 


. of thesyear, $3489.06 
On'the financial business of the year, judgment © | y 
rendered of T. H. Wood’s note in favor of . 
| the town, as last. year, | ow $78 14 
Amount of money in ‘Treasury, March 1; 1865, 139 56 
Amount due from the county, | 7 50° 
Amount in favor of the town, tie —— $3714 86 


The town owes for oustanding notes; principal and 


» interest, March 1, 1865, - $25,785 21 


, Amount of interest on money hired to aid fam- 


ilies of volunteers, 138. 00 
oune ee | ———— $25923 21 
Am’t due from goyernment, as bounty to soldiers, 2180 00 ' 


Amount in favor of the town as above, 3714 26 . 
- $5894 26 
. Total debt of the town, March 1, 1865, $20028 95 
‘Amount of cash paid W. T. Parker, as military | 
Agent for the town, $9500 00 
Amount of notes in his hands, 1700 00 
_ Amount of damages claimed of the. Pennichuck 
Water Company, 877 59 
Amount of damage claimed of Jesse Gilman, 86 90 


’ 


The amount of money we have been obliged to expend on our roads 
and bridges the past year has been very large, as you will see by the 
report. On March 7th, 1854, Eayr’s bridge was entirely swept away, 
and one abutment with a large amountof grading. Damage caused by 
the Pennichuck Water Works’ dam breaking away. The claim for 
damage has been given to Morrison & Stanley for collection, of said 
Company, according to our instruction. 

The highway near Jesse Gilman’s mills has been repaired, and we 
claim damage of said Gilman to the amount of money expended. 

The bridge near Sweat’s mill was carried off, and that has been 
thoroughly repaired, with new bridge and new abutments. 

Bridge near Parker’s was carried off bodily, and that has been res 
placed and abutments made higher. 

Bridge near H. N. Robbins’ has been new planked. 

Bridge near A. C. Darrah’s, five new stringers put in, 


. 


“42 


_ Bridge near James Darrah‘s, (a heavy stone bridge) has ‘Deen 
thoroughly r epaired, , 

Bridge at K. P. Parker’s furniture shop, bp stone: bridge) ~~ oe 
laid over, 

Damage near Holt? s mill has been repaired, in n such a& manner that it 
will not occur again from the causeiof high water. 

The affairs at the Town Farm remain about the same as they have 
done for the last three years ; it was thought best to reduce our debts of 
the farm; and by so doing we must sell from’ the farm; and consider- 
ing the high price which the farm products‘have brought, we might be 
justified i in so doing, rather than *incurring more debts by the purchase 
of more cattle. The fruit has been almostia failure: for the last two 

yearss which is-quite an item in paying expenses, 9 © 

The services of Mrivand Mrsy Wright close the: ist ‘of March, 1865. 
We cin commend Mrs. Wright for the neat and tidy manner she has 
managed her household affairs ; all has been neat, quiet, and a happy 
family ; ; which consists of six members at the present time. We have 

‘secured the-services of Mr. and Mrs. U. H. Longa, for the sum of $250, 
including their son about 13: years old.» The buildings will need re- 
pairing, as there has not ve anything done of the kind for the: Jast 

- 81X OF seven years. 

The foregoing Report exhibits all the transactions of the Selectmen 

and Superintendent of the town farm in relation to the affairs’ of the 
town for the year ending’ March 1, 1865, all of which is padbotnen, 


submitt di JOHN WHEBLER,- 
‘s FRANKLIN HERRICK, § - of : 
' DAVID JONES, _ ) Merrimack . 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 


" Respectfully presenting my report for another year, I would 
say, that it has been with no idle ceremony, but with. feelings of 
much responsibility that I have attended to my duties. The pro- 


~ gress of knowledge should be onward, and this, not simply with 


the individual, who, at the close of every day, should be wiser 
‘and better than he was the day before, but generations, as they 
‘follow each other in succession, should be more advanced, each 
than the one preceeding, and if the one now rising to action’ is’ to 
‘be more enlightened, more cultivated, more civil, is to conduct 


‘itself better, ‘to do business better than’ those now shaping, and 
“controling the affairs of society, the impression has been strong 
upon’ me, “that what is so desirable is mainly to be accomplished 


through the instrumentalities over which you have given me. the 


oversight. So plain is this, that we may positively “assert that, a 
general neglect or even indifference to these \instrumentalities, 


would immediately put society upon the retrograde, and as the 


“world should grow older it would rapidly grow worse., 


’ Tn order to improve in knowledge ‘and “wisdom, to. know our- 


- selves is the first requisite. “Know thyself,” was a Greek, pro- 
“verb; hence the propriety of knowing where we are in. our edu- 


cational affairs year after year, that we may correct what is bad, 
and be encouraged by what is good in our course. 


DISTRICT NO. 1.—Joun L. Rrep, Prudential Committee. 


Cretia D. Parkhurst, of Merrimack, was the teacher of the one 


and only term of the year, of eleven weeks, commencing Novem- 


ber 14th. The appearance of the school at the commencement 


_ Was very satisfactory. and indicated a prosperous term. under.a 


young lady whose course of education I have watched with interest 


_as an obedient, diligent and successful scholar in another district. 
This school, however, suffers much,and its best progress is effectu- 
ally. prevented by a spirit of levity, which, I under stand, breaks 


out in a silly laughter, commencing with one and’ taken up by 
others,and this senseless practice has become a habit though it has 
never appeared in my presence.. Though subdued © principally by 


_ the energy of the teachers the year pr ey ious, it has been revived 


to some ‘extent the past season. Possessed of much good nature 


: and a pleasant manner, the teacher is not wanting in force, but it 


is doubtful whether it has been rallied with suflicient ‘determina- 
tion against this evil, At the close the scholars were. attentive 


and respectful ; the recitations in the various studies showed some 
advance, and the readings were certainly as well uttered as on 


any former occasion, showing improvement. 
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Two evils should be closely watched by teachers of this school. 
One is, the character of the talk used by the scholars during re- 
cess and intermission, of which there has been much complaint, 
though not informed of it until the close of, the school; the other 
is the abuse of the house, at which there has beempretty thorough 
work the past winter. The teacher has charge of the house and 
the scholars allowed to remain in it during the intermission, and is 

_ responsible if wanting in efforts to prevent abuse, or destruction 
rather, in this case. wt] 


DISTRICT NO. 2.—Isaac Dopgpr, Prucdentifl ¢ Cominittee. 


Hortensia McMillen, of Merrimack, was the teacher of the Sum- 
mer term, under whose instruction the school enjoyed a quiet and 
profitable course. Perhaps the diffidence of the teacher was in the 
way of developing to the greatest extent the activity of the young 
‘minds of her charge, for though the progress in study was very 
good, yet, if there had been a little more smartness, as the scholars 
were told, it would have been an improvement, at least in appear- 
‘ance. ‘The teacher’s influence was excellent; and to walk three 
‘miles to hear the County Commissioner's lecture, i in a cold, frosty, 
creaking winter night, with but one or two dwelling-houses to re- 
lieve the solitary way, and to feel well paid for the lonely journey, 
indicates an interest in education which shonkd be eHtourage” and 
patronized. 

Winter Term, Henty Ritterbuish, Prudential Gontmyttes) : We 
‘have to lament the sudden death of Mr. Isaac Dodge, committee of 
the previous term. Whilst the resident of another district, he was 
accustomed to visit the school often) and’ carefully watched its 
progress. An interesting and courteous man, hewas a great help 
and in his conversation showed an interest: in. measures condu- 
cive to the best progress, and in the register of the summer term 
his name will be found as 4'visitor at the beginning and’ close of 
othe term. _As a Prudential Committee he has left a . good example. 
‘The pr esent committee, however, was ‘not wanting in” interest, 
favoring une school with his presence... 

Ella C. Darrah, of Bedford, was teacher of the ‘Winter’ Term. 
The school had an addition of dar ger scholars, who, before a ‘teach- 
er not yet seventeen. and delicate at that, afforded a quite observ- 
‘able contrast; but we are not to estimate attainments by size or 
age, after the mode ofthe Dutch judge in Itving’s Knickerbocker, 
who used to, balance claims between contending. parties by 
_ Weighing their account books in a pair of scales. Having mas- 
_ter ed the highest studies ever taught in our’ common schools, she 

led the scholars along With ease in n the various branches pursued, 
_,and a fair progress was made according to the ability ofthe $chol- 
ar. A disposition to inattention was somewhat observable’ fir the 
youngest pupils, taking advantage of the teacher’s attention to 
others. The serious manner and the cautious steps” of youthtt ™ 
_hess aud inexperience were somewhat observable in the teache 
method, but this is the right frame in which to put ourselv § to 
learn best as we proceed in our duties, and, having’ assunied the 
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right position, right. courses will present themselves as days roll 
on. The president ofaseminary was applied :to to recommend 
some one for an important professorship, which he did, saying,the 
only difficulty was, he was too young, but he would grow older 
very easy. i 3 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


asansyn worthy citizens have asked for a full account of. the uns, 
warrantable proceedings in this district, involving as they do, , 
principles of vital importance. Lucy A. Bowers, of District No. 11, 
having been engaged as teacher, was very contumacious from the 
beginning, not applyi ing for a certificate for some weeks and boast-. 
ing of it—using threats. that the Committee would not be invited 
to “speak i in her school,—all this on the pretext that she had not 
been well enough spoken of in thereports, and that. others. had. 
been too well. “Coming with Mr. Luther Colby, as Prudential, 
Committee, professing i ignorance of her not having a certificate, 
from respect to his wishes, a certificate was given. The school, 
was Visited, inviting the Prudential Committee and a venerable 
citizen ascompany. ‘The following are notes made: . Order good., 
Readings of classes too pr otracted—teacher going ahead wit) a 
sharp monotone—scar cely a sentence read alone ‘by any scholar. 
Recitations in studies about as usual in this school—some dull 
and not prompt. Readings of classes again brought on—as_ pro- 
tracted as before—teacher leading off in ‘sharp monotone as before. 
Four words were marked mispr onounced by the teacher. A short 
exercise of energetic drill would be worth hours of such practice. 
The exercise over, instead of giving up) the school, as. is ¢usto- 
mary, to the committee, the gentleman by my side was invited to, 
speak in a manner that ‘did not mean myself, who expressing sur- 
prise that I should not speak, was induced by me to go on, with a, 
promise to follow.’ In obedience to the law if I had. any sggges- 
tions to make, I arose, and the first word had not been fairly ut- 
tered, when the teacher at the double-quick rushed across the 
floor and out of the room, slamming the door behind jher, stop-, 
ping a while—then returning, andias I was not thr ough, she mado 
tor the window—hoisted it with violence—slammed the blinds 
_ to, and thus entertained herself until her spasms of impudence, 
were over. Besides this she was observed not no recognize; the, 
committee on entering, and her back was turned through the ex- 
ercises.. The law specifyi ing that the committee shall be. satisfied 
as to the temper as well as Other qualifications,and having treated. 
her with the same Civility that all teachers have received, I was 
fully determined to dismiss her, havi ng no partialities for such 
performances, knowing them to be destructive to the cultivation 
of the good moral sense of children, and that it would be impossi- 
ble to make those investigations into the condition of the school 
the law requires, with an insulting teacher. Insult always stops: 
. business between parties at once. This act.was deferred for the 
short time remaining, when at the close of the term. the Pruden- 
tial Committee was notified that her certificate wouid be inyalid 
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after that date on account of insulting conduct. ‘Giving no atten- 

tion to this, he brought her on for the second term, on the first, 

day of which, in the forenoon, I personally served on-her, an or-» 

der of dismissal, ‘and immediately - after on the Prndential Com-, 
mittee a written notice of this service, when she was duly dis-. 

missed; and since that time there has been no district school in 

district No. 3. This committee inquiring the cause, replied, ‘If 
that was all'she should keep the school—he hadi property enough 

to keep her one term or two; that she should keep the school , un- 

less I moved the school-housé away or burned it: down,” and twit- 

ted of “the'use of my little power.” I understand he kept, her 

along, the true condition of the district: being concealed, so that: 

put few knew it, and they of the party ; yet, some important resi-: 
dents —heavy tax-payers, discovered the state of things and when) 

about to bring her on for the third term there was much sensation 

on learning that the Prudential Committee had an) order from. the‘ 

Selectmen for all the money coining for the year, drawn by the 

first ‘selectman, with whom she boar ded; and their desire was. 

that I whould turn her out of the schoolhouse. | Finding that, 

many supposed this act belonged to me, 1 determined to. ascer- 

tain if I had anything more to do, and consulted an siaeeeiiea law-, 

yer, who ruled as follows: 

“ist; That thelaw andsmy oath of office required me to dis- 
miss the teacher. 2d, That my service of the order of dismissal 
on the teacher, anda: notice of the same onthe Prudential ‘Com- 
mittee were according to law, and that I had done all required ;— 
she was then no more teacher than'he was. 3d, That the select-, 
men had no right to draw an order fora Prudential Committed: 
for the payment of a person illegally employed.” . 

~ It should be stated here that one of the Selectmen Soperanti. 
that the order was drawn by the first selectman, who presented it 
to the other two witha number of sierra for} their, wignatareA: aa 
all right. 

This might be all right in one way, viz: by presenting the: or- 
der properly signed to the prudential committee before the dis- 
missal of the teacher ; but when she was dismissed, it,was his du- 
ty to stop the order immediately ; and she boarded with. him. at the. 
time and has since, and he lives vithin a few rods, of, the pru- 
dential committe, and within.a few rods of town’Treasurer., The 
Selectmen are bound to guard the public funds, and if,an order is, 
misappropriated, to stop it as I have been legally informed. __ 

Every step in this brazen-faced effrontery has been antici- 
pated, and the game has not been so sharp as it has been’ ugly. 
The last step was to hand into my house Registers which are not 
receivable. 1f a register of the legal term had been presented, 
it would have teen received; butit is mixed up with what i is no 
school, and bringing up this very supposition. before the County 
Commissioner, when at my house, he instructed me not to Te 
ceive such a register. 

The proceedings of this district are to'be hatweritods hey 
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hnrt no one who has faithfully performed his duty—it is .a case 
where oné can chase a thousand ; but they give the impression 
td young minds that impudence and insult can be sustained, and 
the idea thus endorsed by parents as it has been here, will re- 
main with them until their dying hour, when there is no parent, 
who, if asked. by. his child on leaving his home, would not» con- 
demn this’ pernicious example, and caution him» never to ae 
guilty of such conduct. 

‘These proceedings affect the literary fund, for according to in-) 
. structions received from a higher office, the, number of ‘scholars: 
cannot be returned to the Secretary of State, and the allotment 
of money to this town will be proportionally less. I 
' This notice.is long. I would gladly have been relieved fiom 
saying anythin; , but proceedings striking such a death blow. 
at the root of our common school system, should be i 
and avoided by all gao% citizens. 


. DISTRICT NO. 4 Decode CoLBurRn, Pradential Goin 


Lydia A. Flint, of Merrimack, was the Bok i of the three terms 
of the year; the first of six weeks commencing. April 25th ; the 
second of eleven weeks commencing August 15th; the third of six 
and a-half weeks, commencing N ovember 28th, has taught a number 
of terms in town in preceeding years with much acceptance; and 
has fully sustained her good reputation in this district.. Th® first 
term was suddenly closed without examination, in consequence 
of the illness of the teacher, but at its commencement it was found 
in excellent condition for study as well as at the commencement 
of the second term, at the, close of which uhe -reviews of the 
studies ‘and other exercises were very entaining and_ satisfac- 
tory. Tlie remarks of a resident visitor*seemed appropriate. — 
He had neglected visiting the school for some time, but the last 
time he was present—a ‘few years ago, he was not pleased and 
frankly so expressed himself, and would do so now if; he was of 
the same opinion; but. in his view a great change had come over 
them, and he was much, gratified with their appearance ; he, 
thanked the scholars for*their good behavior, their attention to 
their duties and their respectful conduct, At the close of the 
winter term, the appearance of the school in respect. to order. 
ane in‘ercst in the exercises was equally pleasing; though from 

he large number of Visitors present, some of whom were obliged 
Hs occupy, the scholars’ platform, the huddling of scholars with. 
spectators. when'reciting in classes gave the appearance of con, 
fusion; and, I thought, distracted to some extent their attention 
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DISTRICT NO. 5,—Trmorny C. Kirrrivar, Prudential Com. . 


‘Mary A. Fuller, of Merrimack, was teacher for both terms of | 
the year, and the school was prosperous from the’ beginning to) 
the close. The usual good behavior was’ manifest as in for- 
mer years. ‘The children were industrious and respectful andy 
gave evidence of good progress. A» good number of visitors 
were present at the close at the summer term to witness the ex- 
ercises and wee evidently gratified. Atthe close of the winter 
term all were equally well entertained, some parents encouraging 
the school with their presence coming through drifts of ‘snow. 
The teacher, by an. active, but easy and concise manner and \a , 
consistent interest, has been successful in her work. | 


DISTRICT NO. 6,—Ricuarp H. Center, Prudential Committee “ 


L. Anna Wilkins, of Merrimack, teacher of this school for a 
part of the year previous, was employed for the whole of the 
part year, and her labors were attended with her usual good 
success. This school is quite large at the present time. This 
school-room has been found very ‘neat at all times and | every- 
thing in it well arranged ; the scholars also haye their places, 
and know where their places are, and are attentive and mannerly, 
in which respects they have much improved under this teacher, 
whosegnethod is firm and substantial and yet imposes no formal- ' 
ity or restraint. The exercises at the sammer examination 
were interesting, attended by a large number of visitors; and’ 
the winter term was equally successful as to progress. Recita-’ 
tions in Colburn’s Arithmetic were excellent, four scholars hay- 
ing completed this book, three also had finished Adams’, others’ 
showed good advance. This examination was also very devgely 
attended by the residents of the district. 


DISTRICT NO, 7,—Joun McGrivray, Prudential ne 


Hannah E. French, of Bedford, was the teacher of the Sum- 
mer Term—her first experience in this employment. The ap-’ 
pearance of things at the ‘commencement was very promising, | 
and what appeared to be an interesting trait, having its advan-' 
tages in most’schools was the deportment, which isa’ tower’ of! 
strength to personal influence. To show naturally, ‘ease, self- 
possession, civility and decision, generally commands respect, 
though there are exceptions. To the question in the Register,’ 
“How many cases of corporeal punishment >” the answer is “Can’ 
not tell,” which indicates at least some’ insubordination ; but at 
the close as well as at’ the commencement, the’ scheol deserved: 


te : 
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and sarees Bpeapliments for its good benavice The advance 
in matiy of ihe studies was also noted as very good. Whether 
perfectly satisfied with her first exverience or not, this teacher 
may certainly be encouraged to try again. 

Lois ©. Richardson, of Merrimack. taught the winter term. It 
is hardly possible to, describe the change “wrought i in this district 
during the short term of eight weeks. “It commenced with the 
usual uncertainty among scholars as té how they would like and 
even with apprehensions that the winter might bring in disorder- 
ly materials, and with the customary doubts among parents as to 
final succéss, but it ended with the most enthu:iastic admira- 
tion of the teacher throughout the whole school, each scholar 
from the largest to the least claiming the privileg2 to contribute 
to the: purchase of an Album as a present, with the evidence 
that « every scholar, from the oldest to the youngest, had been a 
help and uo one a hindrance to the best progress possible—and 
with a gathering of parents and friends which made a perfect 
jam, every available space being occupied with temporary seats, 

The exercises in the studies were certainly creditable, show- 
ing more promptness and famiiiarity than we have- been accus-. 
tomed to see here. The readings of the classes were improved 
especially as to style, and in literary appearance there seems to 
have been a marked change for the better. The exhibition which 
followed was quite protracted; consisting of dialogues, declama- 
tions and reading of papers, all of which showed very great in- 
dustry. i in the preparation, and everything was.so well done as 
to interest the spectators very much. ‘lhere were some errors 
in pronounciation, and I will here mention ove word in particular, 
for the benefit of all, it is so universally mispronounced. _ The word 
C-0-r-p-s, meaning a body of military forces, properly pronounced 
k-o-r-e, but so often pronounced like corpse, a dead body. Of this 
mispronunciation, Walker says, ‘Nothing can be more frightful to 
an elegant, ear, than the sound it has from the mouth of those 
who/are, wholly unacquainted with its military usage.’ 

So sudden.has been the change here, that, it tock us all by sure, 
prise and seems expressed by no better word than magical ; yet itis, 
accounted for.on rational principles. The teacher hus been. inter- 
ested inj her school, heart, soul. and body—has devoted every mo- 
ment to.its advancement, and. this interest. infused itself into the 
soul of every, scholar and was reciprocated so, that teacher and 
scholars. worked heart and hand together in the matter of study, — 
May the.good feeling now produced, be characterized by that good 
quel essential to every. good, thing—durability. .This schoo} ia 

e largest in town. 


20 ¢ 


DISTRICT NO. 8,—Jonn H. Coxtsunn, Prudential Committee. 


Mary K McConihe, of Amherst, teacher. The schooling of the 
year was included in one term of eleven weeks, commencing Noy. 
‘4th. This is the smallest school in, town, consisting of only six 
scholars aud one bright-eyed young Miss. of fourteen, alone repre- 
sents. the young ladies’ deyartment, ‘The studies pursued, however, 
make it by no means the Teast in importance, if itis smal] in pum- 
ber. The National Arithmetic, Algebra, History and Natural 
Philosophy, besides the other common schoul studies, haye_ their 
places in this school, where in many large schools they do not ; and 
in this little group there are scholars who have nearly or quite 
completed all these studies. The teacher possessed the requsite 
qualifications for her duties, and in an easy, ready manner conducted 
her pupils through a quite protracted examination, which appeared 
to be very entertaining to the intelligent visitors, whose number, 
within one, was twice as large as that of the scholars present. At 
first, though in so small a compass, two or three small scholars were 
disposed to be noisy and inattentive, but at the close this appetrt 
to have been subdued. 


DISTRICT NO. 9,—Davinp Hanvensoy, Prudential Committee: 


Georgianna Steele, of Amherst, the teacher of the Summer Term 
was equally as successful in this, as in another town the previous 
year. The elements here are quiet, the scholars easily governed 
though active, and there was no call for that energy of control 
which this teacher can command when occasion requires, The stud- 
ies evidently received yood attention during the term, as at the 
close the progress was fuir, and many classes were noted as ready 
in their answers. Supposing it belonged 'to the Prudential Qcm- 
mittee, this teacher last year was not complimented for the cleanli- 
ness of the school-room, but this year there was no want ‘of atten- 
tion to this matter, and the decorations with festoons of oak leaves © 
and patriotic mottoes, commend teacher and pupils fer their indus-' 
try and taste. 

Jennie A. Parker, of Merrimack, was the teacher of ee Win- 
ter Term, Though of well established ‘reputation in this employ- 
ment, this circumstance does not cause her to relax a single effort 
for the good of her pupils. Considerate persons keep in’ mind that 
esteem can only be maintained by the same industry by which it 
has been won. Though without ostentation, it is evident the school 
had a deep place in “the thoughts and interests of the teacher, 
Though quietly, yet efficiently, early i in the term, many, if not all, 
were animated with a strong desire to appear well in their classes, 
the result of which was @ good deal of close study in school and ag 
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home. As to progress in the various branches bursued, the re- 
sults of the term were very satisfactory, the recitation at the éxami- 
ation showing promptness and familiarity with the subjects reviewed, 
The readings. were improved, and the spellings with the rendering 
of the synonymous and the spelling of thesaine, were admirably done. 
The. tet of the school, though. at the beginning some were in- 
attentive, at the close was without fuuit, ts good appearance 
elicited the commendation of the Prudential Committee, who has 
been present at the beginning and close of each term, 


DISTRICT NO. 10,— Warren Martin, Prudential Committee. 


‘Lois C. Richardson, of Merrimack, was the teacher of this schoo] 
for the two terms of the year. ~The labors of Miss Richardson as 
a teacher, have already been noticed in the report of district. No. 7, 
where she took the winter school, immediately after closing the 
last term of this ; and the same credit for interest, entire devotion 
10 her work and final success, is due toher here that was given to 
her in the present notice. It has been pleasant to meet this school 
during the past as in previous years, cn account of the geveral neat. 
ness, good order, becoming bebaviorand interest in study always 
observable here. The examination of the summer term was attend. 
ed by many visitors, who were much interested in the promptuess 
and advancement of the scholars generally, arid were especially ate 
tracted by two cases of fine scholarship, one of alad not quite five, 
and the other of a miss of fourteen, who has completed the National 
Aritimatic, Algebra, is very perfect. in Gramtnar, recites all the 
lessons in the larger school History memoriter, which during this 
term, was gone over two-thirds through in this manner. 

This occasion ended with a pic-nic under the large shade trees of 
Dea. Stevens’ matisioa, where the sight of the tables ‘spread gave 
evidence that the parents believed that the children loved cake, and, 
when they have done well, ought to have as much as they want, 
and enough and inore than enough for their visitors and friends, 
Cake plain, cake rich, cake frosted, and a frosted ‘aud, ornamented, 
birth-day cake. Declamations by the scholars, and speeches, of 

course, by the School Committee and the minister, closed the occa- 
sion’ which no child’ present will ever forget. 

~'Phe examination ‘at the close of the next term ‘was not attended 
in consequence of visiting another school the same day; but there 
was work the tefm previous, atid there was work the following term 
in another district, and doubtless this intermediate term ‘was filled 
up with work. Moreover @ learned and accomplished Jady present 
was delegated by the teacher to speak for the school, who reports, 
“not a Quéstion was missed, but'all were answered correctly.” 
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DISTRICT NO. 11,—Amasa Herer, Prudential pe ee 


Belle M. Estey, of Merrimack, teacher of the Summer Term; 
passed good literary qualifications for this school. “Though ®iiially 
it contains some good scholars—two very good, whose revitutions in 
the higher branches would have interested any one who might be 
present. Examinations are noted as interesting in Natural Philos- 
ophy, National Arithmetic, Algebra, Green’s Analysis and the oth- 
er more common studies» The readings were noted as good.’ ” An-’ 
drews’ and Stodard’s Latin Grammar is ‘rather a “far-fetehed’ study 
for a common school. The teacher’s manner though quiet, was ef- 
ficient and secured good behavior. The school was if itself pleas- 
ant and prosperous. But there was evidently an evil spirit abroad, 
operating against the labors of this teacher, showing itself, in acts 
perfectly infamous, According to the representation of the Pru-. 
dential Committee, father of the teacher, the school-house was. bro- 
ken open no less than six times, furniture and books damaged, and 
the desks and seats besmeared with filth, Sometimes over the. coun; 
try we find places in towns, called Sodom, and a few such acts as 
these will fasten this appellation upon. a locality through all time. — 
This is said to be done from an antipathy to the father of the teach- 
er, an supposing he has faults, t though there is nothing more. true 
than the doctrine that the sins of the fathers shall be visited up on 
their children to the thirland fourth geueration, yet the doctrine is 
equally as true that no one has any right to set himself about ful- 
filling this declaration, any more than that, because Chiist’s death 
was predicted as a certainty, any one was justified in going to work 
to crucify him. ‘Though these are all predicted certainties, they are 
yet done with picked hands,” and in this,case dirty hands... ids 

Julia A. Bixby, of Litchfield, was the teacher of the second term. 
Miss Bixby had mainly the same studies, in school as have. beea 
mentioned in the preceding term, and, it is sufficient to say that in 
all those branches the reviews at the examinaiton were noted with 
“progress good and answers ready,” a note always made with much 
sutisfuction. This note was also made, “readings good, in_all 
the classes.” The teacher’s manner‘with the scholars was good and 
adapted to insure -success,—self+possessed, bright, sufficiently com- 
manding and active. It would have been. pleasant to have. retained 
her services io town, this school closing so early, in the season— 
Oct, 14th—and she was referred after her examination to the only 
vacant district, where, however, the committee had already, de- 
termined upon a teacher. 

The schooling in this district has been very, short, ‘only, eight, 
weeks in the frat term and five in the second—thirteen invall. Last, 

,year there were twenty-four, making a difference of eleven weeks lesa 
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this year than last...The. expense | of cleaning the -house broken 
open and polluted, the committee informed,me, would be consider- 
able, and, if a reasonable, would bea just charge, but the refusal of 
the.offer of William Hayrs, Esq., so near the school-house, to board 
the teacher for fiifty, cents a week and. if that would not do, for 
nothing, in order. to lengthen the school, cannot wedi on any 
ground. whatever, , 


DISTRIC . NO. 12, naAHOHEtOS Siarroce, Prudential Committee. 


“Mary A. Fields, of Merrimack, was the teacher of this school for 
the two terms of the year. The same good things may be said of — 
this school the year past that have been suid fora ‘number of years bes 
fore. Larger scholars hayé gone, withina year or two, who added 
much to the interest of the exercises in the reviews of the. school, 
but there is talent remaining, and’ those; more advanced. will Gil 
well the places of those who have bid farewell to the school -days, 
The first examination brought together a large number of, the good 
people of the ' district, who are behind’ no other in interest in the 
progress of their children. The behavior of the scholars was 
good and the advance in the. studies showed industry and_ap- 
plication during the term, the whole entertainment. receiving the 
commendation” of those ‘who addressed the scholars at the con- 
clusion?’ Tiiougzh there were not so many visitors at the exanin- 
ation of the winter term, doubtless in consequence of the weather 
the school exercises were by no méans wanting in interest in com- 
parison with the former. The teacher has ‘evidently been in- 
dustriously at work through the year, and her good schojarship, 
interest for the children, attention to their wants and. persever- 
ing labor in helping them onward, secured their respect and love. 

‘Tt is exceedingly pleasant to be able to’ conclude the notices of 
these several districts with so good a school. r 

Among the subjects of remark last year, One was, THE LOSS oF | 
TIME, which was exhibited so as to show the percentage of loss of 
each district. The space already taken up with this rer ort, makes 
it necessary for me to be as brief 23 possible in what I have to say. 
Not’ to particularize districts therefire, the ag gregate of percentage 
last’ year ‘was seventeen and one-third,—this yeur itis fourteen and 
one-third,—an improvement as good as one day in six. It is well 
to keep this ‘subject up. Those i improve fastest wlio carefully. look 
for their faults and ‘rid themselves of them; those never improve 
who keep blind to their situation. | 

Neat Scuoot Houses. The ‘notices of the’ condition of school- 
rooms, for the past few’ years, has’ had'the effect'to secure a great 
reform in this’ important thatter.’’’ ‘The houses the past. year may. 
be’ said to-have been‘it 4 neat éondition,—all ‘of them, though some 
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appear better than others—old houses can not be made to appear 
so well as newer ones; and, as in the notice of each school the at- 
tention has not been called to the condition of every or scarcely 
any house, it may be understood that-all were in good condition, the 
teacher apologizing on account of ill health in one case for not being 
so thorough as she would desire, but this house was not bad; the 
broom had done its work, 1f soap and.sand had not. This reform is 
important, and is worth a thousand times more’ than it costs: . A 
cleanly room is inviting to parents and friends, and by this meuns 
visits will be secuted, : so pleasing and encouraging to children. A 
neglected ‘rodm is: offensive to the’ eye and’ is filled with disagree- 
able odors, and these are enough not only to keep every body away, 
but to drive visitors out-if they should ever come in. Upon the fact, 
that the health of children is injured by the bad, invisible gases, 
which pervades neglected rooms, it is idle to dwell ; “this is the 
pestilence that walketh in darkness.” 


Eight to Sicteen—the formation period. The following road te 
statement is from an English source. ‘* Lord Shattsbury recent- 
ly stated, ina public meeting in London, that he had ascertain- 
ed from personal observation that of actual mail criminals in that 
city, ne:.rly all had fullen into a course of crime between the ages 
of eight and sixteen years; and that if a boy lived an honest life 
up to twenty years of age, there were forty-nine chances in his 
favor and only one against him, as to an honorabie life thereafter. 

This is a fact of startling importance to fathers and mothers 
and shows a fearful responsib jity. Certainly a parent should se- 
cure and exercise absolute contro] over his child until sixteen— 
it cannot be a very difficult matter to do this, except in very rare 
‘cases ; and if that control is not wisely and efficiently exercised ; 
it must be the parent’s fault--it is owing to pareutal neglect or 
remissness.. Hence the real source of ninety-eigit per cent of 
the crime in a couptry such as England or the United States, lies. 
at the door of the parents.’ This is a fearful reflection for fathers 
and mothers :—it is an important fact for the consideration of 
those employed to engage teachers of youth—most of this form- 
ation period, is entrusted to their influence. The character and 
accomplishments of teachers, are not matters of indifference. 

Under institutions like ours, where national life depends upon 
what and the character of whzt each individual contributes to it, 
the early cultivation of high moral aims is of the first importance. 
Set vividly before the eye cf youth, the attribuies and. beauties of 
true moral grandeur. ‘This holds dominion over eyil passi yn. 
and is the fuultless model of self-government and unbending in- 
tegrity. Itis the spirit of simplicity, that rises above and disdains 


the external decoration of life. It aims at the public good with- 
out the alloy and pollution of selfishness; and accompiishes its 

lofty purposes, only by means that the loftiest spirit of heaven 
would approve. It finds nothing in the universe to weigh against 
freedom and truth. It regards. the divine law, the obligations of 
duty, the judicial majesty, of conscience above all the menaces of 
peril, the insidious e'oquence of private interest, and the tempt- 
ing overtures ‘of personal aggrandisement. Amidst the jm- 
perilous claims of virtue and truth, it surrenders, when required, 

“every thing, and even life itse'f, as a triumphant sacrifice, with- 
out hesitation or regret, with a firm step. a seraphic serenity of 
demeanor, and a martyr-'ike zeal and majesty.’ Let such sen- 
timents as these be c! erished by ourselves ‘and incu'cated upon 
chidren, and we may rest assured of blessings and happiness 
upon them, and of the safety and permanency of our institu- 
tions and the lKepublic. 

_ As another subject of remark, I had provided an article on the 
popular estimation of the supervisory school officers, believing that 
people, to a considerable extent, are not aware of their importance, 
and of the respect and encouragement due to them. But, on ac- 
count of the space already occupied, I withhold it from the printer, 
with the remark that, when things sometimes appear useless, it is: 
well to consider what would be the situation of things. without 
them. In my opinion aman. might.as well be without a head on 
his shoulders, as a State without its school commissioners. © Having 
now performed the duties of another year, according to the best of 
my abilities, with impartiality towards all, knowing no parties in 
politics or religion; having travelled, as estimated, three hundred 
and thirty-two miles on school business exclusively, and in forty-four 
visits‘taken the best part of as many days, besides, other time con- 
sumed in examining teachers and in other calls, and having received 
furty-i ive dullars ; “though there are somethings pleasant i in watch 
ing the advance of scholars, it is with pleasure that I am now re> 
lieved from further duties. | 


veapect init y submitted, 


BENJAMIN ELA, 
Saperiutending School Committee. 
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Srhosi Statistical Table. 
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SNo summer term. 
. . 
tNo Register; no school after summer term. 


t‘* Board excluded,” noted in Register. 


tc 
ied ites i) 


eat 


: i tteeee 
Rites Oy 
Piette 


a 
3 4677 00330292 9 


